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Why do we do policy/advocacy?

• Represent our members’ priorities and concerns

• Champion the rural voice and the community business sector, 
UK-wide

• To make the case for community ownership as a business 
model, supported by robust, evidence-based research

• Create a more enabling environment for new and existing 
community businesses
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Who are we trying to influence?

• UK Government & devolved 
administrations

• Local government

• Opposition parties & MPs

• Other stakeholders & funders
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How do we influence?

• Data -> Research -> Evidence

• Briefing documents (UK Community Right to Buy)

• Campaigns

• Meetings with civil servants & stakeholder groups

• Conferences

• Press & media 

• Consultations by Govt. Departments

https://plunkett.co.uk/plunkett-foundation-calls-for-a-uk-wide-community-right-to-buy/


#ComBizTogether#ComBizTogether

Recent examples of our influence

For the Committee’s report and Welsh Government’s response: https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39259

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39259
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Where do members fit in?

• Gathering your views through 
discussion forums & consultations 

• Promotion of your stories & impact

• Community Business Membership 
Panel

How can you get involved?

• Keep up to date with Plunkett’s 
newsletter and policy blog:

https://plunkett.co.uk/policy/

• Respond to our Better Business 
survey 

• Writing to your MP and tell them 
about our work

How would you like to be involved?

https://plunkett.co.uk/policy/
https://plunkett.co.uk/community-ownership-a-better-form-of-business-survey/
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What are Plunkett’s main asks?

Short-term asks in the current climate:

• Dedicated funding for retrofit, improving 
energy efficiency, and renewable energy 
generation for community businesses

• Rural-proofed policies and support, taking 
into account listed and "hard to treat" buildings

• Increased and extended energy bill relief 
specifically for small businesses

• VAT reduction and/or other measures that 
take into account the negative impact of wider 
economic situation and inflation

Long-term asks for improved legislation, 

policies & funding:

• UK wide CRtB (more detail e.g. re. 

ACVs, independent valuation attached)

• Extend & improve COF (e.g. "at risk" 

requirement rules out new and innovative 

businesses seeking match funding)

• Use Dormant Assets to invest in new 

community businesses through a 

Community Enterprise Growth Plan, and 

fund business advice and support

• Other improvements to support new 

businesses set up, e.g. empowering local 

govt and access to banking
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Today’s discussion

• What are you currently struggling with?
• “To survive”

• (short-term: employment, rising costs etc.)

• What would you like to see in the longer term?
• “To thrive”

• (make it easier to acquire apprenticeships, green investment 
etc.)
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Today’s discussion

•What are the top 5 challenges you’re 
facing right now? (Short- and long-
term)

•What would help you overcome 
those challenges?
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Stay in touch!

• Suggestions for how to involve you in policy 
work

• Check out the Policy & Research section of 
Plunkett’s website

• Respond to the Better Business survey

• Contact me: 
georgina.edwards@plunkett.co.uk

• @Gina_Plunkett

https://plunkett.co.uk/community-ownership-a-better-form-of-business-survey/
https://plunkett.co.uk/community-ownership-a-better-form-of-business-survey/
mailto:georgina.edwards@plunkett.co.uk



